
Environment 

 

Despite common misconceptions, plastic bags are actually the most environmentally friendly option at 

checkout. They’re 100% recyclable -- unlike some alternatives -- and studies show banning plastic bags 

could increase global warming, put more carbon in the air, require more trucks on the road and use up 

more water because consumers would be forced to use alternatives like paper and so-called “reusable” 

bags. Plus, studies show that taxes and bans don't prevent litter or keep plastic waste out of landfills.  

 

Across the U.S., millions of people choose plastic bags to take items home from the store.  

 

Plastic grocery bags are a greener option at checkout 

 Plastic bags require less resources to produce and transport than common alternatives 
o The plastic bag production uses less than 4% of the water needed to make paper 

bagsi 
o Plastic grocery bags require 70% less energy to manufacture than paper bags.ii 
o For every seven trucks needed to deliver paper bags, one truck is needed for the 

same number of plastic bagsiii 
o American plastic bags are made from natural gas, NOT foreign oil. In the U.S., 

85% of the raw material used to make plastic bags is produced from natural 
gas.iv This means the U.S. plastic bag industry is helping our economy and 
reducing our dependence on foreign oil-producing nations 

 The life cycle of paper and reusable bags has a significantly larger impact on the 
environment than plastic bags 

o A standard reusable cotton grocery bag must be reused 131 times “to ensure 

that they have lower global warming potential than” a single use of a plastic bag 

o It would take 7.5 years of using the same cloth bag (assuming one grocery trip 

per week) before it's a better option for the environment than a plastic bag 

reused three timesv 

o Plastic bags generate 80% less waste than paper bagsvi 
o 2,000 plastic bags weigh roughly 26 lbs as opposed to the 228 lbs  2,000 paper 

bags weighvii -- taking up more landfill space 
 

Bag bans and taxes don’t reduce litter 

 Studies show that taxes and bans don't keep plastic litter out of the landfill. Without 
plastic grocery bags, people just purchase replacement bags—often made of thicker, 
heavier plastic—and then send those bags to the landfill, too.viii 

 Plastic bags only make up a tiny fraction (less than 0.5 %) of the U.S. municipal solid waste 

streamix 

 According to a study by Keep America Beautiful, many items drive up litter more than 
plastic bags, including cigarette butts, food wrappers, cups and cans.x That’s why 
banning bags won’t address the larger litter problem 
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