Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to Creative Writing!  My name is Ms. Opaleski-DiMeo and I am going to be your guide into your artistic mind for this year.  To make sure that our time together is constructive and pleasurable I have compiled a list of procedures and routines, which will be carried out each day we are together.  You will be responsible for bringing the following materials to each class:

MATERIALS  

Blue or black pens/pencils 

1 Notebook (preferably three ring binder – great for handouts!)

1 Folder for your portfolio work

1 Journal (MUST be separate from your notebook)

1 open mind

PROCEDURES AND ROUTINES

1. Being “on time” for class means being in your seat and starting to work on your “Journal” or “Do Now” assignment when the bell rings.  Anyone entering the class after the bell has rung must have a valid pass, if not, the procedure is as follows:

Consequences:  1x = warning, 2x = teacher detention, 3 or more times = multiple central office detentions, student conferences, parent conference, referral to guidance and the vice-principal.

2. Each student is responsible for bringing ALL of his or her textbooks, or paperback books that we are currently using to class everyday.

3. Absolutely no eating or drinking in the classroom.

4. All rules that are written in the student handbook also apply in our classroom.  The consequences of breaking any of those rules are stated in the handbook.

GRADING POLICY

In an effort to ensure that the students have mastered the materials covered the students will be evaluated in the following manner:

Grading is done on Portal and all grades are based on total points.  As I update grades weekly, final grades will not be a surprise.

Class Participation is worth 100 points; any deduction for being unprepared or not participating is deducted from the 100 points each marking period.  Class participation includes actively taking part in class discussions, being prepared for class and taking part in the workshops set up.

Writing Assignments are worth 50 to 100 points.  All final drafts are to be typed, unless otherwise stated.  Deadlines must be met for each assignment as there will be penalties for late work.  

Projects and portfolios vary in point value, the least being 100 points.  You will be responsible for a professional portfolio – that is your final publishable product.   You cannot pass the 3rd marking period without it.  Directions and guidelines are thoroughly explained when projects are given.

Requirements to pass Creative Writing are as follows:

Submit entries to at least three contests throughout the semester – One per marking period

Create a complete and comprehensive original portfolio 

Participate in workshops and in-class activities

When you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to complete all assignments (classwork, homework, etc.).

I have been given and have had explained to me the procedures and grading policy for Creative Writing.  I understand that I must adhere to these procedures and if I do not, the appropriate action will be taken.  I have also shown these rules to my parent/guardian, and he or she has read and understands my responsibilities in this course.

_______________________



____________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature

