
JACKSON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OFFICIAL BOARD MEETING 

January 17, 2024 
JACKSON MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL FINE ARTS CENTER AUDITORIUM 

An Official Meeting of the Jackson Township Board of Education was held in compliance with the Open 
Public Meeting Law and was called to order by Board President, Giuseppe Palmeri, at 5 :31 p.m. on January 
17, 2024. 

Present: Mrs. Gardella 
Mr. McCarron 
Mrs. Barocas 
Dr. Osmond 
Mrs. Rivera 
Mrs. Kas 
Mr. Palmeri 

Also present: Mrs. N. Pormilli, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. R. Rotante, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. 
Daniel Baginski, Business Administrator; Mr. M. Zitomer, Board Attorney. 

On a motion by Mrs. Rivera, seconded by Mrs. Barocas, the Board of Education opened the Executive Exec 
Session to discuss contracts; employment of personnel-terms and conditions of employment; pending Session 
litigation; investigations, and matters falling within the attorney-client privilege with respect to these 
subjects. This meeting was not open to the public. The Board would reconvene at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
in the Jackson Memorial High School Fine Arts Auditorium at which time action would be taken. 

The Official Meeting of the Jackson Township Board of Education reconvened in compliance with the Open Reconvene 

Public Meeting Law and was called to order by Board President, Giuseppe Palmeri, at 6:39 p.m. 

Present: Mrs. Gardella 
Mr. McCarron 
Mrs. Barocas 
Dr. Osmond 
Mrs. Rivera 
Mrs. Kas 
Mr. Palmeri 

Also present: Mrs. N. Pormilli, Superintendent of Schools; Mr. R. Rotante, Assistant Superintendent; Mr. 
Daniel Baginski, Business Administrator; Mr. M. Zitomer, Board Attorney. 

After the salute to the flag and the Certification of the meeting according to the tenets of the Open Public 
Meeting Law, the Board President made the following statement: 

"This meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law and has been duly advertised in the 
newspaper as an Official Meeting." 

On a motion by Mrs. Rivera, seconded by Mrs. Kas, the Board of Education approved the agenda with 
addenda as submitted by the Superintendent of Schools. 

Roll Call Vote: Yes: Mrs. Gardella 

MOTION CARRIED 

Mr. McCarron 
Mrs. Barocas 
Dr. Osmond 
Mrs. Rivera 
Mrs. Kas 
Mr. Palmeri 

BOARD OF EDUCATION RECOGNITION 

• 2023 Educators of the Year and Educational Service Professionals of the Year:

Mr. Palmeri presented the Teachers of the Year and Educational Services Professionals of the Year. 

He expessed the pleasure of celebrating and honoring this year's Teachers of the Year and Educational Services 
Professionals of the Year. 

Approve 
Agenda 

Mr. Palmeri stated that earlier this week, we honored Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Mr. Palmeri quote Dr. King stating 
"Intelligence plus character - that is the true goal of education.'' He stated that same same idea can be found in our district 
mission statement, our district philosophy of scholarship, character and initiative. These are the qualities we celebrate in our 
students. He stated these are qualities that run deeply through every person we are about to bring on stage tonight. 

These are the people who are responsible for shaping the future, and they take that responsibility seriously. They innovate 
and inspire. He stated we are indebted to them for all they do to ignite learning, to offer academic and emotional support, to 
inspire both intelligence AND character. 
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On behalf of the Board of Education and all the students of Jackson, he congratulated and recognized the following. He 
asked the Principals of each school to come up with the staff members being honored tonight. 

From Crawford-Rodriguez Elementary School: 

Teacher Catherine Carley 

Paraprofessional Ellen Goldberg 

From Elms Elementary School: 

Teacher Melissa Zecca 

Paraprofessional Jacqueline Brunside 

From Holman Elementary School: 

Special Education Teacher Michele Lardieri 

LDTC Haley Caravella 

From Johnson Elementary School: 

Teacher Lisa Cirigliano 

Guidance Counselor Patricia Ciaccio 

From Rosenauer Elementary School: 

Special Education Teacher Gina Kenney 

Paraprofessional Debra Jones 

From Switlik Elementary School: 

Teacher Diana McElwee 

Speech Language Specialist Amy Melchiorri 

From Goetz Middle School: 

Math Teacher Stacey Terranova 

Social Worker Stacie Kajewski 

From McAuliffe Middle School: 

Spanish Teacher Odette Farrell 

SAC Lindsy O'Brien 

From Jackson Liberty High School: 

Business Teacher Anthony Mastromarino 

Paraprofessional Anthony Myers 

From Jackson Memorial High School: 

Business Teacher Laura Fecak 

Paraprofessional Joan Dillion 

DISTRICT AWARDS 

Mr. Palmeri presented the district awards. He stated it is a difficult decision selecting a district Teacher of the Year and 
district Educational Services Professional of the Year. 

First, he presented the award for the District Educational Services Professional of the Year. 

He stated the person chosen for this award has worked in the district for 29 years. She arrives and leaves work with a 
contagious smile. She is kind, patient and supportive with every child. She attends and supports school events and creates 
an environment where students feel safe and loved. She leaves a lasting impression on the students she works with because 
she is loving, fun and caring and makes every child feel important. She supports others and is professional. He stated she 
is admired by colleagues and the parents. She goes above and beyond to support the students, families and staff. He 
annoumced as our District Educational Services Professional of the Year - From Elms Elementary School -
Paraprofessional Jacqueline Burnside. 

Mr. Palmeri presented the award for the District Teacher of the Year. He stated this teacher goes above and 

beyond for all students. She was instrumental in making MLL students feel welcome academically and socially, 

advocating for a Spanish class for native speakers and working to develop a more comprehensive class curriculum 
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for Spanish to further student development. This teacher volunteers as an intramural coach, chaperones dances, the 

class trip and ski trips. She started the International Club. She connects with her students and they have a love for 

both the Spanish language and culture because of her ingenuity in teaching this language. She regularly translates 

documents for student activities permission slips and informational sheets. Proof of her effectiveness is evident 

when she has cafeteria duty where she has a handle on each student and makes this chaotic duty safe and fun. 

Mr. Palmeri announced as our District Teacher of the Year- from McAuliffe Middle School - Spanish Teacher 

Odette Farrell. 

• 2023 Educators of the Year and Educational Service Professionals of the Year:

School Teacher of the Year Educational Service Professional 

Jackson Liberty High School Anthony Mastromarino Anthony Myres 
Jackson Memorial High School Laura Fecak Joan Dillon 

Goetz Middle School Stacey Terranova Stacie Kajewski 
McAuliffe Middle School Odette Farrell Lindsey O'Brien 

Crawford-Rodriguez Elementary School Catherine Carley Ellen Goldberg 
Elms Elementary School Melissa Zecca Jacqueline Burnside 

Holman Elementary School Michele Lardieri Haley Caravella 
Johnson Elementary School Lisa Cirigliano Patricia Ciaccio 

Rosenauer Elementary School Gina Kenney Debra Jones 
Switlik Elementary School Diana McElwee Amy Melchiorri 

[The Board took a brief recess at 6:56pm to celebrate the award recipients and enjoy light refreshments.] 

[Meeting resumed at 7:07pm] 

1. Township Officials Present in Audience
• None.

SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT 

Mrs. Pormilli congratulated the teachers and educational specialist award recipients. She stated that the awards 
were well deserved and she thanked all of the staff for all that they do for our students on a daily basis. She then 
thanked Lisa Crate, JEA President, who is retiring, for her serice. She stated that it was a pleasure working with 
her and that she will be missed but wishes her all the best in her next endeavor as Mayor of Brick. 

1. Student Board Member Report

• Jose Lainez Martinez Liberty

Jose thanked Superintendent Pormilli, Board of Ed members, and guests for the opportunity to provide and 
update on what is happening at Liberty. 

Winter sports had many standout performances and key victories. Last week, the boys' wrestling program 
defeated the 14-seed in the Shore Conference, Long Branch 51-23. The cheer team also had a huge win after they 
took home the trophy at their opening competition at the ImpACT tournament. The girls' bowling team is on 
streak after winning two games last week against Freehold and Manalapan. The boys' bowling team defeated 
Manalapan and had a great performance at the Indian Bowling Tournament. He congratulated everyone. 

He noted standout individual performances in sports and academics. Junior, Delaney Spalthoff, broke the Jackson 
Liberty School record and her personal best in the 600-meter race. Lukas Latvys and Jules Georgiano from our 
boys and girls basketball team were selected as December Athletes of the Month. Sophia Volpe and Raymond 
Dove were named Seniors of the Month and Mrs. Tara McEneaney was selected as Lion of the Month. 

Jose noted clubs are raising money for scholarships and events. The Class of 2026 had a bake sale and have an 
ongoing shoe drive. The Jackson Liberty Drama Club had a fundraiser and a bake sale this past Monday at Texas 
Roadhouse in Howell. The Future Business Leaders of America members are having a Krispy Kreme Donuts 
fundraiser which will conclude at the beginning of February. 

Liberty also gave back this holiday season. The Liberty staff provide necessities and gifts to 14 students in need. 
He noted the students truly appreciated the huge bag of wrapped presents. He thanked the Key Club and others 
who helped for the hours they spent wrapping gifts through December. 

In December, Liberty hosted its first Challenge Day. It helped shift the school dynamics in a positive direction 
with a day filled with meaningful activities. He noted that students expressed their gratitude to their peers and 
staff members. We extended Liberty's gratitude to the Ocean County Prosecutor's office for sponsoring this 
event. We stated that they are hopeful that we will be able to make it a tradition and host again next year. 

He appreciates all of the support from the Board and the community. He stated they are grateful to all of 
them. He wish all a good night. 
































