U.S. Presidents and Major Events During Administration(s)
	President
	Legacies/Campaign Issues
	Foreign 
	Domestic

	George Washington

1789-1797
	Precedents

-Consult regularly with Cabinet

-President has right to choose own Cabinet without approval

-2-term standard

-S.C. judges taken from outside aging judges

-Washington Farewell Address


	Proclamation of Neutrality

Jay’s Treaty

Pinckney’s Treaty
French Revolution
	Indian Relations

-Battle of Fallen Timbers

-Treaty of Greenville

Whiskey Rebellion

Bank of the United States

Judiciary Act of 1789
Bill of Rights

	John Adams
1797-1801
	Issues
-Aristocrats vs Agrarian

-Britain or French

Legacy

-Kept America out of War w/ France and G.B.
	XYZ Affair
Convention of 1800

Quasi Qar
	Alien and Sedition Acts
Midnight Appointments

VA and KY Resolutions (by Madison and TJ)

	Thomas Jefferson
1801-1809
	1800 Issues
-Federal authority vs states’ rights

-Alien and Sedition Acts and state nullification

-Adams and Religion vs TJ and no-religion

1804 Issues

-No issues (Federalist partied lackluster as a result of the Essex Junto)

Legacy

-“We are all federalists all Republicans

-Executive Privilege

-Louisiana Purchase
	Tripolitan War
Louisiana Purchase

Abolition of Slave Trade

Embargo Act

Non-Intercourse Act
	Revolution of 1800
-Ended Alien and Sedition Acts

-Ended Whiskey Tax
-Judiciary Act of 1802

-Marbury vs. Madison

-Louisiana Purchase

-Lewis and Clark Expedition

-Abolition of Slave Trade

-Embargo Act



	James Madison
1809-1817
	1808 Issues
-Embargo Issue

1812 Issues

-War of 1812
	-Non-Intercourse Act
-Macon’s Bill No. 2

-War of 1812

-Treaty of Ghent
	Hartford Convention
2nd Bank of the United States

Internal Improvements – VETO

Tariff of 1816

	
	
	
	

	James Monroe
1817-1825
	1816 Issues
-Non really (Federalist Party Dead)

1820 Issues

-Non really “Era of Good Feelings” – only lost ONE electoral vote


	-Adams-Onis Treaty
-Rush-Bagot Treaty

-Convention of 1818

-Monroe Doctrine
	-First Seminole War (1817-1818)
-Panic of 1819

-Missouri Compromise 1820

-VETOed internal improvements



	John Quincy Adams
1825-1829
	1824 Issues
-Protective tariff

-Internal Improvements

-Section differences
	
	-1st to fully federally support internal improvements (canals and national roads)
-Tariff of Abominations

-Corrupt Bargain

	Andrew Jackson

1829-1837
“King Andrew I”
	1828 Issues

-Mostly personal issues based on characteristics of each
-Voted along sectional lines

1832 Issues

-Veto of the 2nd B.U.S.

-Sectional issues

Legacy

-Veto for personal reason
	
	-Kitchen Cabinet
-Spoils System

-Peggy Eaton Affair

-Nullification Crisis

-Support national internal improvements

-Vetoed 2nd B.U.S. charter

-Indian Removal Act

-Trail of Tears

-Worcester vs. Georgia

-Blackhawk War

-Specie Circular

	Martin Van Buren

1837-1841
	1836 Issues

-Slavery

-Internal Improvements

-National Bank
	-Caroline Affair

-Aroostook War
	-Panic of 1837

-Texas Rebellion and what to do with Texas (1836)

-2nd Seminole War



	William Henry Harrison

1841-1841
Died a Month into office
	1st Modern Presidential Campaign (songs, objects and hoopla) “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too” and “Log Cabin and Hard Cider Campaign”

1840 Issues
-Campaign based upon images of candidates

-Economic recession/recovery
	
	-Hoped to end the spoils system


	John Tyler

1841-1845
	None

1st President to assume presidency through lines of succession
	-Webster-Ashburton Treaty

-Treaty of Wanghia

-Annexation of Texas
	-Vetoed a bill for the 2rd B.U.S.

- Mass Cabinet Resignation

	
	
	
	

	James Polk

1845-1849
	1844 Issues
-Texas Annexation

-Expansion of Slavery

-Manifest Destiny

-Oregon

-California
	-Oregon Treaty – 49th parallel
-Mexican War (1846-1848)

-Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo
	-Walker Tariff
-Independent Treasury Act

	Zachary Taylor

1849-1850

Death in Office
	1848 Issues

-Slavery

-Wilmot Proviso

-Popular Sovereignty
	-Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

-
	-Compromise of 1850 “Omnibus Bill”

	Millard Fillmore

1850-1853
	Assumed presidency because Taylor died..no election issues
	-Matthew Perry’s Opening of Japan
	-Compromise of 1850

	Franklin Pierce

1853-1857
	1852 Issues

-Slavery

-Catholicism
	-Gadsden Purchase

-Ostend Manifesto

-Nicaragua Revolution recognized
	-Kansas-Nebraska Act

-

	James Buchanan

1857-1861
	1856 Issues

-Slavery
	
	-Kansas Question

-Dred Scott Decision

-Lecompton Constitution

-Panic of 1857

	Abraham Lincoln

1861-1865
	1861 Issues

-Slavery

1864 Issues

-War (Complete it or Stop)
	- Civil War
	-Civil War

-Homestead Act of 1862

-Morrill Act of 1862

	Andrew Johnson

1865-1869
	Non Election Issues
	-Alaska Purchased - 1867
	-Reconstruction

-Civil Rights Act

-Freedman’s Bureau Act

-13th Amendment

-14th Amendment

-Office of Tenure Act

-Impeachment Trial

-Ex parte Milligan

	Ulysses S. Grant

1869-1877
	1868 Issues

-Radical vs lenient Reconstruction
-“waiving the bloody shirt”

1872 Issues

--Radical vs lenient Reconstruction

-Scandalous gov’t vs. honest gov’t
	-Treaty of Washington, 1871
	-Black Friday Speculators (Gold crisis with Fisk and Gould)
-Credit Mobilier Scandal

-Whiskey Ring Scandal

-Civil Rights Act of 1875

-Enforcement Act - eliminate KKK

-15th Amendment

-Panic of 1873

-Specie Act of 1875



	Rutherford B. Hayes

1877-1781
	1876 Issues
-Reconstruction

-Disputed Election Results

-Compromise of 1876
	-Panama Canal – will be in control of one in the future (not European powers)
-Restricted Chinese immigration to U.S.
	-Compromise of 1877
-Bland-Allison Act, 1878

-Resumption of Specie Act, 1879

-Civil Service Reform

	James A. Garfield

1781-1781
	1880 Issues

-Tariff issue
	Nothing noteworthy – died in office
	Nothing noteworthy – died in office

	Chester A. Arthur

1881-1885
	
	-Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
	-Pendleton Civil Service Act

	Grover Cleveland

1885-1889
	1884 Issues

-Personal morality issues

-Blaine’s loss of Catholic vote
	
	-Presidential Succession Act, 1886

-Interstate Commerce Act

-Dawes Severalty Act

-Hatch Act

	Benjamin Harrison

1889-1893
	1888 Issues

-Tariff
	
	-Sherman Anti-Trust Act
-Sherman Silver Purchase Act

McKinley  Tariff Act

	Grover Cleveland

1893-1897
	1892 Issues

-Tariff

-Coinage of Silver?
	
	-Panic of 1893

-Repeal of Sherman Silver Purchase Act

-Wilson-Gorman Act

-Pullman Strike

	William McKinley

1897-1901
	1896 Issues

-Gold vs. Silver

-Tariff

Start of “whistlestop campaigning”

-Mark Hanna lead McKinley fundraising

1900 Issues

-Imperialism
	-Hawaii annexed (1898)

-Spanish-American War

-Open Door Policy

-Boxer Rebellion
	-Dingley Tariff Act

-Gold Standard Act



	Theodore Roosevelt

1901-1909
	1904 Issues

-Based primarily on personality (both candidate agreed on most issues)
	-Panama Canal
-Hay-Pauncefote Treaty

-Roosevelt Corollary

-Big Stick Diplomacy

-Russo Japanese War

-Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan
	-SQUARE DEAL

-Trustbuster
-Elkins Act

-Hepburn Act

-Anthracite Coal Strike

-Meat Inspection Act

-Pure Food and Drug Act

-Reclamation Act

-Panic of 1907

	William Howard Taft

1909-1913
	1908  Issues

-Who will carry on TR’s policies
	-Dollar Diplomacy
	-Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act

-Mann-Elkins Act

-Anti-trust policies

-16th Amendment

	Woodrow Wilson

1913-1921
	1912 Issues

-Wilson’s New Freedom vs. Roosevelt’s New Nationalism supported by the Bull Moose Party

1916

-World In Europe (get in or stay out)

-Catholic vote
	-Mexican Intervention against Pancho Villa
-World War I

-14 Points

-League of Nations

-Treaty of Versailles

Russian Revolution
	-NEW FREEDOM

-Underwood Tariff

-Federal Reserve Act

-Federal Trade Commission

-Clayton Anti-Trust Act

-Child Labor Act

-Adamson Act

-17th Amendment

-18th Amendment

-19th Amendment

	Warren G. Harding

1921-1923
	1920 Issues

-Referendum on Wilson Administration and League of Nations
	-Formal Conclusion of WW I

-Washington Conference and Arms Limitation

-Four Power Pact

-Nine Power Pact
	-Teapot Dome Scandal

-Emergency Tariff Act

-Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act

	Calvin Coolidge

1923-1929
	1924 Issues

-No big issues
	-Immigration Act of 1924
-Kellogg-Briand Act
	-Revenue Acts of 1924 and 1926 – tax reduction for wealthy
-Veterans Bonus of 1924

-Air Commerce Act

	Herbert Hoover

1929-1933
	1928 Issues

-Religion and Prohibition

-Prosperity
	-London Naval Agreement
	-Agricultural Marketing Act

-Stock Market Crash and and Great Depression

-Bonus March

-Norris-LaGuardia Act

-20th Amendment

-Reconstruction Finance Corporation

	Franklin Roosevelt

1933-1945
	1932 Issues

-Great Depression

1936 Issues

-New Deal (+ or -)

1940 Issues

-War in Europe

-3rd Term

1944 Issues

-FDR’s failing health

-Deficit Spending

-Ending of War
	-Recognition of the Soviet Union
-Good Neighbor Policy

-World War II
	-NEW DEAL
-Bank Holiday

-CCC

-FDIC

-AAA

-TVA

-FERA

-NRA

-SEC

-WPA

-FHA

-REA

-Wagner Act

-Court Packing Plan

-Hatch Act

-21st Amendment

	Harry S. Truman

1945-1953
	1948 Issues

-Continuation of reforms or not
	-Conclusion of WW II and decision to drop atomic bomb

-Nuremberg Trials

-United Nations

-Truman Doctrine and the Cold War

-NATO

-Marshall Plan

-Berlin Airlift

-China Becomes communists

-S.U. gains atomic bomb

-Creation of Israel

-Point Four Program

-Korean War

-H-bomb creation
	-FAIR DEAL

-2nd Red Scare

-McCarthyism

-Presidential Succession Act

-Housing Act of 1949
-22nd Amendment



	Dwight D. Eisenhower

1953-1961
	1952 Issues

-Communism in and out of America

1956 Issues

-Nuclear Weapons
	-Korean War Ends
-Eisenhower Doctrine

-“peaceful coexistence”

-Suez Crisis

-Gary Powers incident (U2 spy plane)

-Lebanon issue

-French loss at Dienbienphu
	-Fall of McCarthyism
-Brown vs. Board of Education

-Little Rock Arkansas school integration

-Interstate Highway System

	John F. Kennedy

1961-1963
	1960 Issues

-Economy

-Communist challenge

-1st televised debate
	-Bay of Pigs Invasion

-Alliance for Progress

-Peace Corps

-Southeast Asia (Vietnam – sent “advisors” green berets)

-Berlin Wall Crisis

-Cuban Missile Crisis

-Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

Space Race Program
	-THE NEW FRONTIER

-James Meredith – 1st colored college student

-Freedom Riders

-23rd Amendment ratified



	Lydnon B. Johnson

1963-1969
	1964 Issues

-Vietnam – send troops or not?

-Civil Rights
	-Escalate War in Vietnam

-Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

-Marines sent to Dominican Republic

-Peublo Incident with North Korea
	-THE GREAT SOCIETY

-WAR ON POVERTY

-Economic Opportunity Act

-Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA)

-Work-Study Program

-Work Experience Program

-Community Action Program (Head Start)

-Civil Rights Act of 1964

-Voting Rights Act of 1965

-Medicare and Medicaid

-Water Quality Act

-Clean Water Restoration Act

-Clean Air Act

-Air Quality Act

-Fair Packaging and Labeling Act

-National Traffic Safety Act

-Highway Safety Act

-Wholesome Meat Act

-24th Amendment

-25th Amendment

	Richard Nixon

1969-1974
	1968 Issues
-Vietnam War

1972 Issues

-Vietnam

-Social Reforms

First time 18-20 year olds could vote
	-Vietnam War
-“Peace with Honor”

-Vietnamization

-Nixon Doctrine

-My Lai massacre

-Treaty of Paris 1973

-New China Policy

-Seabed Treaty

-Chemical Weapons Treaty

-SALT Agreement
	-Kent State University Massacre
-Organized Crime Control Act

-Drug Abuse Control Act

-Environmental Quality Policy Act

-Environmental Protection Agency

-Water Quality Improvement Act

-National Air Quality Standards Act

-Water Pollution Act

-Consumer Product Safety Act
-1st Man on the Moon

-26th Amendment 

-Watergate scandal

	Gerald Ford

1974-1977
	None
	Communist victories in 1975

-Vietnam

-Cambodia (led by Khmer Rouge)

-Laos (led by Pathet Lao)

-Helsinki Agreement
	-Nixon Pardon

-Clemency for Draft Evaders and Deserters

-Nuclear Regulatory Commission

-Campaign Reform Law

	Jimmy Carter

1977-1981
	1976 Issues

-Pesronal Issues
-Eastern Europe
	-Camp David Accords
-Panama Canal Treaty

-World Humanitarian Efforts –HUMAN RIGHTS

-Diplomatic relations with China

-Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

-Boycott Moscow Olympics in 1980

-Iranian Hostage Crisis

-CARTER DOCTRINE
	-Pardon of Draft Evaders
-Energy conservation

-Three Mile Island Incident

-Illegal to dump raw sewage in ocean

-Alaska Land Act

-Food stamps free to those who are eligible



	Ronald Reagan

1981-1989
	1980 Issues

-Inflation
-Gasoline Shortage

-Iranian Hostage Crisis

-Abortion

-Nuclear Power

-Equal Rights Amendment

-SALT II Treaty

1984 Issues

-Deficit Spending

-Trade/tariff issues
	-U.S.-Canadian Trade Pact
-Fights against terrorism (Iran, Libya, North Korea, Cuba and Nicaragua)

-Iran-contra Scandal

-Escort neutral ships in Person Gulf against Iran aggression

-Nicaragua and Contra Resistance

-Grenada Invasion

-Star Wars Program
	-Reaganomics

-Social Security (Retirement Act to 65)


	George Bush

1989-1993
	1988 Issues

-Mostly personal attacks at each other
	-Operation Desert Storm
	-Savings and Loan Crisis
-Third World Debt

-Ban on Importation of Assault Rifles

-Oil Spill cleanup of Exxon Valdez

-Whistleblower Protection


